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Goma today to see for himself and to thank
American soldiers here for the work they are
doing.
SECRETARY PERRY: This is a tough
assignment out here.
SOLDIER: It definitely is a tough
assignment.
SECRETARY PERRY: Nothing could
be more important than what you're doing.
SOLDER: That's true.
MACVICAR: In Goma, American
soldiers are already pumping the clean water
desperately needed to help people stay healthy.
The Air Force will fly in some of the tanker
trucks needed to get the water to more refugees.
And across the border in Rwanda's capital,
Kigali, American troops arrived this morning to
set up their operation at the airport. More planes
and troops arrive tomorrow, the beginning of
what will be a massive airlift. The Secretary of
Defense says their role will be strictly defined.
SECRETARY PERRY: The role of the
American forces here are humanitarian,
providing the relief supplies. We do not have
combat forces here; therefore  we're not in the
position to provide peacekeeping support.

CAROLE SIMPSON: Defense Secretary MACVICAR: There's no word yet how
William Perry got a firsthand, up-close look at many American soldiers will end up in Kigali or
the plight of Rwandan refugees today when he how long they will stay.
visited the Rwandan capital of Kigali and a The U.S. aid arriving in Kigali will be
crowded and dirty refugee camp in nearby Zaire. trucked 80 miles down the road to the refugees
American soldiers who arr ived in Kigali today in Goma. The single-strip airport at Goma is
have gotten the airport there ready for round-the- simply overwhelmed. It is already operating at
clock relief operations. They're mobilizing as maximum capacity. And to help the aid
rapidly as they can, since it appears their biggest agencies help the refugees, the military need to
enemy right now is time. bring in more food and equipment fast. But on
Here's ABC's Sheila MacVicar. a day when Secretary Perry said, “We have
SHEILA MACVICAR: At Migunga turned the corner here," more than a thousand
camp today there was food and water and even Rwandan refugees died in the camps. That
a little laughter from the children. After two shows just how far there is still to go.
dismal weeks there is-a difference you can see. Sheila MacVicar, ABC News, Goma,
And Secretary of Defense William Perry came to Zaire.




